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Welcome to 2009!!

Welcome to our

first 2009 edition of

Off the Shelf, your

library newsletter,

full of information

on upcoming events, new reads
and a whole lot more!!

January is a time to relax and
recharge and holiday fun @
your library is a great way to
ease you into 2009, surrounded
by the latest fiction, must-read
non-fiction, music to suit all
tastes and a fast growing
diverse DVD collection. For the
youngsters our popular
Summer Reading Club
programme is back, encourag-
ing and rewarding kids for their

reading. Are you
over 18 and enjoy
reading? We haven't forgotten
you either. Why not join our
Burwood Book Club. The group
meets once a month and dis-
cusses a wide range of books
over a cup of coffee.

The changing pace of
technology has changed the
traditional role of libraries.
Today'’s libraries are a mix of the
traditional and the new. Books
sit side-by-side with the latest
technology and Burwood Library



(Continued from page 1)
offers a unique educational
recreational experience.

and

February is back to school time and
connect @ vyour library can help
students (and stressed parents!) use the
online library for homework and
research help. Did you know that
Burwood Library’s electronic resources
can be accessed from the comfort of
your own home? Your library card gives
you access to many databases
including: Ancient and Medieval History
Online, Britannica Online, Literary
Reference Centre and Law Handbook
Online. If your homework has left you
scratching your head, look no further
than our online Homework Help. An
online tutor can help with homework
qguestions regarding English, history,
mathematics and science from primary
to Year 12.

Even if you're not a student Burwood’s
Online Library is for you. For instance,
you can check out our catalogue, view
your library account and access
databases such as NSW Family History

:Why not pick up one of the following

Document Service, Consumer Health
Complete and the computerschool.net.
We regularly hold Senior Internet Work-
shops proving that age is no barrier to
learning. For more information on any
of the programmes and services
mentioned please see staff at the front
desk.

February is a time for lovers but more
importantly for libraries it is a time to
celebrate love and passion for books,
reading and all things to do with
libraries. Celebrate with us February
14, Library Lover's Day. Lose your
heart to Burwood Library!!!

March 21 is Harmony Day and diversity
@ vyour library celebrates the rich
diverse cultural life of Australia that
makes us truly “the lucky country”.

We look forward to an action-packed
year full of programmes and activities
and welcome your suggestions and
comments.

bookilists:
Reference Collection
Online Technology Tools and
Useful Websites
Young Adult Fiction



Welcome to 2009!

As this is the first Off the Shelf for 2009 |
would like to begin by wishing you all a
Happy New Year. | hope you had an
enjoyable Christmas break and are
feeling relaxed and rejuvenated for the
start of the year. Bored kids on holiday?
What about an excursion to Burwood
Library. It's the perfect place to provide
them with plenty of things to keep them
occupied, we have a great collection of
children’s and young adult’s literature.
Let's keep our children reading through
the school holidays.

Older students who may have holiday
projects are able to take advantage of
the wireless Internet connection now
available - members can bring their
laptops into the library and surf the Net
at their leisure.

There is also an extensive range of CDs
and DVDs available to borrow here at
the library and | encourage you to
browse the selection. | am sure you will
be amazed by the wide range of
fascinating topics.

Congratulations to all the children taking
part in the Summer Reading Challenge
that was launched back in December.
The challenge closes on 18 January
with everyone who read ten books or
more receiving a well deserved

achievement certificate and when ten
books have been read an entry will go
into the draw to receive a $50 voucher -
good luck!

For further information on the books
available, you can pop into the Library
where any of the staff will be more than
happy to assist you; alternatively you
can visit the website at
www.library.burwood.nsw.gov.au.

PS. | have just finished reading Tim
Winton’s new novel ‘Breath!” - highly
recommended.

Cr Lesley Furneaux-Cook
Burwood Mayor

“Success is not the key to
happiness. Happiness is
the key to success. If you
love what you are doing,
you will be successful ”.

[Albert Schweitzer, January
14, 1875-September 4, 1965. He won a
Nobel Prize winner in 1952 at the age of 78.
Schweitzer was doctor and surgeon in the
hospital at Lambaréné, pastor of a
congregation, administrator of a village,
superintendent of buildings and grounds,
writer of scholarly books, commentator on
contemporary history and a musician.]
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Hope everyone had a great Christmas
and did a lot of reading over the well
deserved break.

Well it's the start of a new year and I'd
like to give you a rundown on what's
been happening as well as what's to
come.

During 2008:

3,505 new borrowers registered
258,051 items borrowed

1,225 children attended storytime
948 items reserved

27 events for children/young adults
35,902 internet bookings

9,975 new items added

273,326 people visited the library

Right now we’re in the middle of the
Summer Reading Club for younger
members: “Get in the game, READ!”

Whether your focus is on sports, the
Olympics, traditional games (like jacks
or marbles, tag etc.) board games, card
games or TV game shows, we are
asking you to Get in the game, READ!
this summer for the annual Summer
Reading Club program! Your playing
piece is on start, so let the games
begin!

Over 50,000 children aged 7 to 12
participate in the program which is

designed to improve literacy and
reading skills. Last year over 43
children participated in Burwood

Library’s Summer Reading Club.

It's not too late to join if you missed the
opening scramble, just come into the
library and ask for a Starter Kit. If you
need to join bring a parent with you to
sign your membership form, we’ll then
give you one of the smartest cards
you'll ever have and then you can start
reading!

Also we look forward to seeing the
fabulous photos which senior residents
will be submitting for the “My Life in
Burwood” photography exhibition to be
held during Seniors Week, 15-22 March
2009. The exhibition will be on display
at Burwood Library as well as other
venues.

So where are we heading in 2009:

New Hindi DVD collection
Expansion of children’'s DVD
collection

New Lapsit program

Plus all of our usual events held during
the year, including school holiday
activities, Book Club meetings and
Information sessions.
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Off track / Clare Curzon - F CURZ
Research biologist, Piers

Egerton, has been working

on a top-secret project for

many years and has finally

realised it is something he

wants no part of. But the

people he works for think

he knows too much and he realises his
life is in danger.

Arctic drift / Clive Cussler - F CUSS

A potential breakthrough

discovery to reverse global
warming...a series of
unexplained sudden deaths

in British Colombia...a rash

of international incidents

between the United States

and one of its closes allies that
threatens to erupt into an actual shoot-
ing war...NUMA director, Dirk Pitt, and
his children have reason to believe
there’'s a connection here
somewhere....

Everything | knew / Peter
Goldsworthy - F GOLD

Robbie Burns, the

precocious only child of the

local cop, is on the cusp of
adolescence and high

school. Up until now his life

has consisted chiefly of rabbiting and
carrying out experiments in the back-
yard shed, often with explosive results.

Muse / Susan Irvine - F IRVI
Naomi survives her first
fashion shoot in the summer
heat of Paris and returns to
London barely aware how
she has been changed by
an unnerving series of

encounters. She loses her job, then
casts off her boyfriend and her home
and falls into a new experimental life
fuelled by drugs and sex.

The Islands / Di Morrissey - F MORR
Its the psychedelic 70s

and social conventions are

being challenged. When

Catherine Moreland from

rural Australia goes on her

first trip aboard, a

handsome American naval

officer sweeps her off her feet and she
goes to live in beautiful Hawaii with her
new husband.

All our worldly goods / Irene
Nemirovsky - F NEMI

A gripping story of family
life and star-crossed lovers,
of money and greed, set
against the backdrop of
France from 1911 to 1940
between two terrible wars.

The other side of silence / Bill
Pronzini - F PRON

In Death Valley, Rick Fallon
discovers Casey Dunbar

who has failed to kill herself

after fruitlessly searching

for her young son who has

been abducted by her ex-
husband. Fallon, having

rescued her from suicide

resolves to unravel the twisted and dan-
gerous strands of her life.

(Continued on page56)
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Home / Marilynne Robinson
The story of the wayward
son Jack who, after decades
away, finally returns home.
He is the prodigal son and
his family believe, against all
evidence, that if they love
him enough, if they welcome
him back, he will change and
he will stay.

- F ROBI

Portobello / Ruth Rendell - F REND
The Portobello area of West

London has a rich
personality, an indefinable

edge that adds a spice of

danger. One day, Eugene

Wren comes across an

envelope containing money

and rather than reporting it to the police,
he writes a note and sticks it to a lamp
post near his home thus linking the lives
of a number of very different people.

A good woman / Danielle Steel -
F STEE

From the glittering ballrooms

of Manhattan to the horrors

of World War 1, Annabelle

Worthing flees New York

society and finds her true

calling as an ambulance

medic on the front lines,

studying medicine and saving lives.
When war ends she begins a new life in
Paris, her old life forgotten until a fateful
meeting.

Hell bent / William G. Tapply - F TAPP
Boston attorney Brady

Coyne finds his past coming

to haunt his professional life

when his ex-girlfriend wants

Brady to represent her

brother with his divorce.
Augustine Shaw was

happily married with two small children -
until he returned from a stint in Iraq
missing a hand and suffering from post-
traumatic stress disorder. Now he's lost
his career, his peace of mind, and his
family. Before the divorce proceedings
are very far along, Augustine is found
dead in his rented apartment, an
apparent suicide. Something isn't right,
however, and Brady starts to think the
suicide was staged and soon finds him-
self alone, in the midst of one of the
most dangerous situations of his entire
life...

The lost diaries of Adrian Mole / Sue
Townsend - F TOWN

Entering early middle age Adrian Mole
lives alone with his two sons and a
growing suspicion that life is passing
him by. Forced to move his family to the
notorious Gaitskell Estate, Adrian is
soon doing battle with the fickle finger of
fate. Can Adrian make sense of his own
life at a time when the entire world
seems to have lost the plot?



Angels in America / DVD F ANGE

Al Pacino, Meryl Streep and Emma
Thompson lead an all-star cast in an
epic movie event directed by Mike
Nichols and screenplay by Tony
Kushner.
The home stories /
DVD F HOME

This is the true story of Rose, a
glamorous Shanghai nightclub singer,
who struggles to survive in 70s Australia
with two young children. The home
song stories is an epic tale of mothers
and sons, mothers and daughters,
unrequited love, betrayal and secrets.

song

Somersault / DVD F SOME
Visually haunting, passionate and
erotic, Somersault is the story of a
young girl's sensory journey, through
which she learns the true meaning of
love, family and friendship.

Stanley Kubrick’'s 2001: a space
odyssey / DVD F STAN

2001: A space odyssey is a countdown
to morrow, a road map to human
destiny, a quest for the infinite. It is a
dazzling visual achievement, a
compelling drama of man vs. machine,
a stunning meld of music and motion.

How to know God / DVD 204.2 HOW

Based on the popular book by Deepak
Chopra, How to know God is an
exciting, insightful journey towards a

better understanding of one of life's
greatest mysteries.

A royal family / DVD 940.2 ROY

At the end of the 1800s, the Danish
King, Christian IX and his wife, Queen
Louise, married their 6 children into the
dominating European royal families and
Christian IX became known as
“Europe’s father-in-law”. Today, his
descendants are to be found all over
Europe. These are their stories, stories
of power, love, triumph, tragedy and
honour recounted through interviews
and never before published letters;
photographs and home movie footage,
by over 30 members of the European
royal family.
Taxi to the dark side /
DVD 958.1047 TAX

Over one hundred prisoners have died
in suspicious circumstances in U.S.
custody during the “war on terror”. Taxi
to the dark side takes an in-depth look
at one case: an innocent Afghan taxi
driver called Dilawar who was wrongly
arrested and sent to Bagram Prison.
Five days after his arrest, Dilawar died
in his isolation cell. His death came
within a week of another death of a
Bagram detainee.  An investigation
revealed that Dilawar was a victim of
homicide - killed as a result of brutal
beatings by US soldiers.



Strange but true.....????? Did you know?.....

Cockroaches can live for 9 days after their head has been cut off.
The average cocoon contains about 300-400 metres of silk.

The average bed is home to over 6 billion dust mites.

Ernest Vincent Wright wrote a novel with over 50,000 words, none of which

containing the letter "E".

Apples are more effective at keeping people awake in the morning than caffeine.

Mosquitoes have 47 teeth.
Dolphins sleep with one eye open.
A sneeze travels out of your mouth at over 100mph.

Tablecloths were originally meant to be served as towels with which dinner guests

could wipe their hands and faces after eating.
Fingernails grow nearly 4 times faster than toenails.

Did you know, TYPEWRITER is the longest word that can be made using the letters

only on one row of the keyboard.

(For more fun facts check out www.funfunnyfacts.com).

New Compact Discs

New popular music can Living End
be found at CD 784.09 White noise
and has a CD 784.09 LIV
white spot O
Johnny O’Keefe
The wild one
AC/DC CD 784.09 OKE
T.N.T.

CD 784.09 ACD Sneaky Sound System

Sneaky Sound System 2

Chris Brown CD 784.09 SNE
Exclusive
CD 784.09 BRO Ting Tings

We started nothing
Cold Play CD 784.09 TIN
Viva la vida
CD 784.09 COL Verve

Forth
Duffy CD 784.09 VER

Rockferry

8 CD 784.09 DUF

Whitlams

Truth, beauty and a
picture of you

CD 784.09 WHI

[
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Agatha Raisin and the
Wizard of Evesham / M.C.
Beaton - F LP BEAT

Agatha Raisin’'s handsome
Evesham hairdresser has
designs on her heart - but their
budding romance is cut short

when Mr. John s fatally
poisoned in his salon.
Death under the dryer /

Simon Brett - F LP BRET
When Carole Seddon goes for
a haircut she doesn’t expect to
find the scene of a murder.
But in the back room she finds
Connie’s young assistant,
Kyra, strangled by the cord of
a hairdryer. While Carole and
her friend Jude enjoy some
tactical snooping, evidence is
pointing firmly at Kyra’s
boyfriend who has
disappeared.

A death in Tuscany / Michele
Giuttari - FLP GIUT

In the Tuscan hill town of
Scandicci, the body of a girl is

discovered. A week later she
still hasn’'t been identified and
her death remains a mystery.
Superintendent Michele
Ferrara decides to step in
because many assumed that
she died of a self-inflicted drug
overdose but Ferrara believes
that the girl was murdered.

The bishop at the lake /
Andrew M. Greeley -
F LP GREE

Archbishop Malachi Nolan and
Reverend Blackwood Ryan
are rivals for the Diocese of
Chicago. Keeping watch on
his rival, Blackie soon finds
himself immersed in a different
dynastic struggle. Spike Nolan
isn't dead yet, but his heirs are
already feuding...

The long way home / Audrey

Howard - F LP HOWA

Amy Pearson’s family is

desperately poor but they have

each other, until Amy is torn
(Continued on page 10)
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from her home by her rich aunt
who wants a girl she can
mould as she wishes. It is the
beginning of a long journey for
Amy as she desperately
searches for the family she lost
but she will have to endure a
forced marriage and a tragic
war before she can at last find
what she seeks.

The dead don't lie / Stuart
Kaminsky - F LP KAMI

When three prominent
members of the Turkish
community in Chicago are
brutally murdered, Abe
Lieberman must find out what
links them. His partner,
Hanrahan, finds himself facing
an old nemesis who has an
unusual affinity for Bill's Asian
wife.

Sizzle and burn / Jayne Ann
Krentz - F LP KREN

Filled with suspense and wit
and steamy Victorian passion,
Sizzle and Burn follows the
Arcane Society’s descendants

10

beyond the everyday
boundaries of the mind and
heart in a compulsively
readable novel of power,
deception and danger.

The house at Riverton / Kate
Morton - F LP MORT

In the summer of 1924 by the
lake of a grand English country
house, a young poet takes his
life. In 1999, Grace Bradley, a
former housemaid at Riverton
Manor, is visited by a director
making a film about the poet’'s
suicide. Ghosts awaken and
old memories begin to sneak
back.

Hidden star / Nora Roberts -
F LP ROBE

Private eye Cade Parris fell
instantly in love with the
beautiful blond who walked
into his office. She couldn’t
remember a thing, not even
who she was. But what on
earth was she doing with a bag
full of cash and a stunning blue
diamond as big as a baby’'s
fist?



The crystal skull / Manda
Scott - F LP SCOT

Hidden for four centuries, a
crystal skull of exquisite beauty
has just been found by Stella
Cody, who also inherits its
legacy of dark secrets, intrigue
and murder.

The secret servant / Daniel
Silva- F LP SILV

When Solomon Rosner, a
professor in Amsterdam who is
also a secret Israeli asset, is
assassinated for his strident
reports detailing the dangers of
militant Islam with the
Netherlands, Gabriel Allon
must purge the professor’'s
files. Gabriel unearths a plot
that leads to the kidnapping of
the U.S. ambassador’s
daughter in London.

The quest / Wilbur Smith -
FLP SMIT

Egypt is struck by a series of
terrible plagues that cripple the
kingdom and then the Nile
fails. In desperation the
Pharaoh sends for Taita, the
only man who might be able to

win through to the source of
the Nile and discover the
cause of all their woes.

Curse of Texas Gold /

Bradford Scott - F LP SCOT

Walt Slade, ace lieutenant of
the Texas Rangers, is the man
most feared by owlhoots and
drygulchers of the old Texas
Border. But a vicious gang,
greed-crazed for gold, gunned
down anyone who stood in
their path and Walt Slade was
marked for death...

The way we were / Marcia
Willett - F LP WILL

Tiggy was alone, her partner
tragically dead in an accident
and Julia, her dearest friend,
welcomed her into her warm
and chaotic family. Tiggy
started to live again and await
the birth of her child, but nearly
thirty years later, when her son
is about to become a father
himself, the next generation
discovers that there are
secrets from the past which
must be uncovered...

11
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The following are just a few of
the latest talking books:

Spilling the Beans / Clarissa
Dickson Wright - N F/C DICK
Clarissa was born into
privlege and money, her
mother was an Australian
heiress, her father was a
surgeon to the Royal family but
he was a violent drunk.
Clarissa was determined and
clever and her ambition led her
to a career in law. At 21 she
was the youngest ever woman
to be called to the Bar.

Stealing water / Tim Ecott -
NF/C ECOT

Tim Ecott’'s family swapped
Northern Ireland for apartheid
Johannesburg in the 1970s.
But just 6 months after arriving
the family was bankrupt and
evicted from their home.
Funny, witty and affecting, this
is a very different African
memoir about the true value of
friendship and how the worst
times can become the most
important and valuable period
of a person’s life.
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Bargain bride / Iris Gower -F/
C GOWE

Charlotte Mortimer is content
with her lot. She loves her job
teaching the poor and destitute
and is happy with her fiancé
Luke. Then one day a terrible
mining explosion rocks the
town and suddenly everything
Charlotte thinks she knows is
thrown into doubt....

Rattling the bones / Ann
Granger - F/C GRAN

Fran Varady is walking through
Camden one day when she
notices a ‘mad Edna’, the bag
lady who had been her
neighbour when she’d been
living in a squat a few years
ago. Now Edna is in a hostel
and still roaming the streets
but before Fran can find out
more, Edna becomes agitated
and hurries away. What could
have spooked her?...



We hope that you had a wonderful
Christmas and that you are enjoying the
holiday period.

Toy Library and pre-school storytime will
be closed over January and will resume
on Thursday, 5 February 2009.

The Library is holding the Summer
Reading Club for children 7-12 years
old. This is a national program
designed to promote reading and
literacy during the summer school
holidays.

The Summer Reading Club started 8
December 2008 and will finish on
Sunday, 20 January 2009. To take part,
children can pick up a starter kit from
the front desk. For every 5 books read
the children can select a lucky dip and
once they have read 10 books they will
be eligible to enter the draw for a $50
gift voucher.

We had a lot of fun with Children’s
Services last year, check out the
following photos of some of the activities
held:

0000000000000 0000000000000000

When you connect with your library
utilize all the resources available to you.
When children are working on their
school projects think beyond just books.

We have a comprehensive range of
quality junior non-fiction books that are
sure to satisfy most needs but there are
also other resources available to
enhance your information needs.

An interesting trend in information
books, are books that are also internet-
linked. Throughout these books, there
are internet links to recommended
websites where topics are expanded
with safe, age-appropriate links. The
following are a few examples:

E.encyclopedia / J 030 EEN
E.explore plant / J 580 BUR
(Continued on page 14)
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The Usborne book of art/ J 709 DIC
The Usborne
encyclopedia of Ancient Greece /
J 913.8 CHI

The Usborne
encyclopedia of the Roman world /
J 913.7 BIN

The Usborne
encyclopedia of Ancient Egypt /
J 913.2 HAR

The Usborne internet-linked Medieval
World / J 909.07 BIN

The Usborne internet-linked
introduction to music / J 780 OBR
The Usborne
introduction to weather and climate
change / J 551.6 HOW

The Usborne internet-linked science
encyclopedia / J 503 USB

internet-linked

internet-linked

internet-linked

internet-linked

Check the
www.library.burwood.nsw.gov.au and

library website

click on electronic Resources. Here you
will have access to databases including
Britannica Online and World Book
Online Reference Centre, the latter

being a very good resource for children.

For more information and lists of internet
sites specifically selected by library staff
click on:

HSC Resources
Reference and Information Services
Research Links
School Projects
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Remember there is homework help with
the Burwood Online Tutor.

There are also CD-ROMs and
educational junior DVDs to try.

Internet and word processing facilities
are available at the library. For those
parents concerned about their children’s
internet use, a booklet, produced by the
Australian government, is available at
the library - Cybersmart Guide for
families: safe internet use in the library
and at home / 004.678 CYB.



A spoonful of poison: An Agatha Raisin mystery /
M.C. Beaton - F BEAT
Cranky but loveable sleuth, Agatha Raisin, is back in this popular

Agatha Raisin series.

Despite needing time for rest and

relaxation, Agatha gets coerced into helping publicize a church

Apocalypse 2012 / Lawrence E. Joseph
303.4909 JOS

Many people believe that 2012 will be an important period for

human history.  Author Joseph in his entertaining book
explains why he feels that 2012 will be catastrophic and
tumultuous. We are a million years overdue for a mass
extinction, the earth’'s magnetic field is developing a
mysterious crack, the super volcano under Yellowstone
National Park is getting ready to blow and if it does we can
look forward to a destructive nuclear winter and the Maya, the
greatest timekeepers, predict the world will end in 2012. An
interesting read. Make up your own mind.

The fish can sing / Halldor Laxness
F LAXN

The fish can sing is a coming-of-age story marked with a unique
blend of irony and dark humour. Orphan Alfgrimur has spent an
idyllic childhood, dreaming of becoming a fisherman until he
meets Iceland’s biggest celebrity. Gardar Holm is an
internationally known opera singer though nobody has actually
heard him sing. The two characters help create an interesting
and quirky read. Author Laxness has won the Nobel Prize for
Literature.
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Following from Workshop 1,
Seniors Photography Workshop 2
Puppet Shows Monday, 9 February
Arlecchino and his 10.00am to 12 noon
Magic Lamp
For children 7-12 years
A funny, action packed
send-up of the classic

Special prizes will be
given out to the most
outstanding  photo-
graphs that best depict

Aladdin story what “My life in Burwood” means.
Thursday, 8 January 2009
2.30pm to 3.30pm This exhibition will be on display at

Burwood Library during Seniors

The Pram Show \, ?g‘; Week 2009
For children 3-6 years . \ For more information pick up a

Featuring mischievous g leaflet at the front desk.
monkey puppets which

will delight the little ones

Monday, 12 January 2009 As space is limited bookings are
10.30am to 11.30am essential.

Numbers are limited. Please book
at front desk or call 9911-9999 to
make a booking

4 Marmaduke Street
Burwood NSW 2134

Phone: 9911-9999
Fax: 9744-5104
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