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Welcome to Off the Shelf,
your library newsletter full of
information on upcoming
events, new reads and a
whole lot more!

Our theme for this newsletter
is read @ your library. There
is no doubt that people today
lead busy lives with time for
recreation competing with
many other responsibilities
and obligations.
The fast change in
technology  has
also changed the
way we live, work
and play and
despite  (or in
spite!) of these
challenges there
appears to be a strong
resurgence in reading. All the
dire predications that
computers will make books
obsolete have

proven unfounded

with people both

young and old returning to the
simple pleasure of reading.

For the book lover there is no
greater joy than sitting curled
up with a book, being lost in
its pages, trans-
formed by its
words....and this
passion has led to
the great demand
for Book Clubs.

Book Clubs are a
fantastic way to
meet new people, exchange
ideas and celebrate the love
of literature. They can be
held nearly anywhere, even

online, can be



(Continued from page 1)

purely genre based (i.e. a Crime Book
Club) can be more social than literary in
nature (or vice versa) and in fact the
concept of a Book Club can be as
flexible and diverse as the group itself.

Burwood Library runs a Burwood Book
Club that meets the fourth Wednesday
of each month from 6.30pm to 7.30pm.
We are starting a day time Book Club as
well.  Refreshments are served and
books are supplied by the library. For
enquiries please ring Helen or Parekh
on 9911-9999.

Here are some common questions
regarding Book Clubs:

Q: I'm not that literary what if | can't
contribute to the conversation?

R: Book Clubs are designed to allow for
a flow of ideas and opinions.
Burwood Book Club members
respect, value and encourage
conversation and, in fact, a
difference of opinion makes for a
more exciting meeting! Book Clubs
are not meant to remind members of
their school experience but are
meant to be fun and interesting.

: What if | haven't read the book?

Members are encouraged to read
the material chosen so that all
members can actively participate,
however, if the book hasn't been
read participation is still encouraged.

a0

. Who chooses the books?
The books are chosen by the group
and/or the Book Club facilitator.

a0

: What if | hate the book?
Even better! This makes for a
robust meeting.

N DO

Remember there are guidelines for
participating in Book Clubs: respect
other’s opinions, no racial, sexual or
religious slurs, allow all members to
have a voice and most importantly have
FUN.

Some tips for reading:
Start reading!
Read widely, don't stick with the
same genre, if , for instance, you
only read crime you may also
enjoy mystery books and so on.
Read with discernment. Life is
too short to read a book you
simply do not enjoy, however,
give it a good chance.
Read new books.
Read old books (classics).

For further help we have a Reader’'s
Advisory Centre located near the
Community noticeboard. Information is
available such as what author to read
next, latest reviews and bestseller lists.
Suggestions are encouraged for any
items we don't hold. Please see staff at
the front desk.

Further information can be found
on the library's website:
www.library.burwood.nsw.gov.au. Click
on ‘Research Links’ and then ‘Literature’
and ‘Language’.

For more comprehensive guides see
also www.iwi.nsw.gov.au.
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Here is a list of the top 5 of what

Burwood Library members have been
reading, watching and listening to:

Adult Fiction
- Talking to strange men - F REND
- No laughing matter - F SIMP
- The fellowship of the ring - F TOLK
- At Bertram’s Hotel - F CHRI
- Hidden Riches - F ROBE

Adult CDs
" Breakfast at Tiffany’s: music from the
original motion picture - CD 782.85
MAN

* The Classic collection - CD 784.09
LIT

* Talking Timbuktu - CD 784.09 TIM

© Guitar classics from Latin America,
Vol. 2 - CD 787.61 KAY

* Cliff Richard: private collection - CD
784.8 RIC

Adult Fiction DVDs
- Jackie Chan gorgeous - DVD F JACK

- William Shakespeare's Romeo and
Juliet - DVD F WILL

- Practical magic - DVD F PRAC

- Doctor Doolittle 2 - DVD F DOCT

- Charlie Chaplin collection, vol. 1 -
DVD F CHAR







Growing old (dis)gracefully: 35
Australians reflect on life over 50
305.26 GRO

Candidly recounting their
experiences, thoughts and
feelings, all the contributors,

in their different ways,
concede that being fifty and

over is anything but easy.

Lucky for me / Frank Robson

636.755 ROB

At 18 months of age, Lucky,

a cream coloured terrier,

was dropped off at a vet's

clinic in Queensland,
abandoned by his owners.

Just a week away from

being put down, he was

adopted by Frank Robson. This is a
story of mateship and the joys of an
independent spirit.

Slow journey south: walking to Africa
- ayear in footsteps / Paula Constant
910.4 CON

What starts out as an idle
daydream to embark on ‘a

travel to end all travels’

turns into something far
greater. an epic year-long

5000 kilometre walk from
Trafalgar Square in London

to Morocco and the threshold of the
Sahara Desert.

Italy? It seemed a good idea at the
time / Simon Capp

914.5 CAP

A mild-mannered suburban

dad, Capp hauls his young

family off to Italy for a year of
pizzas, piazzas and
palazzos.

Sweet honey, bitter lemons: travels
in Sicily on a Vespa / Matthew Fort
914.58 FOR

30 years after his first visit

Fort travels round Sicily on
Monica, his trusty scooter.

In Turkey | am beautiful / Brendan
Shanahan

914.961 SHA

When Brendan Shanahan
returned to Turkey after two

years to catch up with old

friends he found much had
changed.

Down under in the top end: Penelope
heads north / Tim Bowden

919.429 BOW

The intrepid Tim and Ros,

with  ‘Penelope’ and ‘The
Manor’ in tow, follow the grey

nomad route on the great
pilgrimage north.

Eden’s outcasts: the story of Luisa
May Alcott and her father /
John Matteson

920 ALCO

Tells of the dramatic father-
daughter relationship,
between willful, passionate

Louisa May Alcott and her
serene, unworldly father,
Bronson.

(Continued on page56)
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The film club / David Gilmour
920 GILM

The true story about
Gilmour’s decision to let his
15-year-old son drop out of
high school on the condition
that the boy agrees to watch
three films a week with him.

English in the thick of the war at
Salahaddin University in Arbil in 2005.

The rugmaker of Mazar-e-Sharif /

Najaf Mazari

921 MAZA

The extraordinary story of
an Afghani refugee's amaz-
ing journey from shepherd

boy in the mountains of
The open road: the global journey of northern  Afghanistan, his
the 14th Dalai Lama / Pico lyer flight from torture and certain death by
921 DALA the Taliban, to owner of a successful

llluminates the hidden life, the traditional rug shop in Melbourne.

transforming ideas and
Captures the paradoxes and Dreams from my father / Barack

the daily challenges of the Obama
Dalai Lama. 921 OBAM

The story of Obama’s
Almost perfect / Kelly Denley struggle to understand the
921 DENL forces that shaped him as
Growing up’ Ke”y Den'ey the son of a black African
had dreamed of the perfect father and white American
family and of being the mother.
perfect mum, but as the
mother of eight she A family history of smoking / Andrew
discovered that almost Riemer
perfect was actually just perfect enough. 921 RIEM
This is the story of how she turned her Full of eccentric characters
life around and stopped her family from and literary anecdotes this

falling apart. is historical drama and a
compelling memoir about
Stealing water: a secret life in an two European families living
African city / Tim Ecott through the last years of
921 ECOT Austro-Hungarian Empire.

A gritty, yet comic, record of
growing up in Johannesburg

) Twenty chickens for a saddle: the
during the 1970s.

story of an African childhood /
Robyn Scott

Elvis in titanic: classroom tales from 921 SCOT o
the other Iraq / lan Klaus Set in Botswana, this is
921 KLAU Scott’s account of growing

up with one of the most
wonderfully mad families
you are likely to meet.

A poignant, funny and eye-
opening story of the
semester Klaus spent teach-

ing U.S. history and
6
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Kokoda/ DVD F KOKO

New Guinea, 1942, Australia is at war
with  Japan. A small platoon of
Australian soldiers from the 39th
battalion have been set as a forward
patrol far outside the perimeter of
Isurava, a village on the Kokoda track.

The tracker/ DVD F TRAC

The Australian outback, 1922, four men
relentlessly track a fugitive, an
Aboriginal man accused of murder.

Walkabout / DVD F WALK
Chronicles the physical,
spiritual and emotional
journey of a sister and a
brother abandoned in the
harsh Australian outback.

The abbey/ DVD 248.4 ABB

Five Australian women take
up the challenge to live the
life of a contemplative nun for
33 days and nights in an

enclosed Benedictine
monastery.
The story of the Kelly

Gang/ DVD 364.155 STO

This film is considered the

first narrative feature film

ever made. Filmed outside

Melbourne when the Kelly

legend was still fresh, it was
believed lost for many years. The
Australian National Film and Sound
Archive and the BFI have restored parts
of the original 1906 film to create an
amazing package.

Forbidden lies /

DVD 364.163 FOR

In July 2004, Norma Khouri,
best-selling author of
“Forbidden love”, was

exposed as a fake. She'd won fame
and fortune as a Jordanian virgin on the
run from Islamic extremists who'd put a
Fatwah on her head for her campaign
against honour killings. But she was
really Norma Bagain, a Chicago real
estate agent and mother of two, on the
run from the FBI for one million dollars
of fraud.

In search of Mozart /

DVD 780.92 MOZ

The first ever major feature-
length documentary on
Mozart's life, to mark the
250th anniversary of Mozart's
birth in January 2006.

The quest for the real Middle Earth:
in search of the real places that
inspired J.R.R. Tolkien /

DVD 823.091 TOL

This fascinating documentary takes us
in Tolkien's footsteps and investigates
the landscapes and buildings, the
places and names that helped shape
Middle Earth.
Who do you think you are? /
DVD 929.1 WHO

Delves into the family history

of celebrities, tracing their
ancestry and revealing
secrets from their pasts and

gives viewers the tools to dig

into their own pasts.

Inside Burma: land of fear /

DVD 959.105 INS

A documentary made secretly

in Burma, which reveals the
unhappy state of the country -
one million people forced
from their homes, massacres,
torture, slavery and child labour.



Did you know?.....

The expression "knuckle down" originated with marbles — players put knuckles to
the ground for their best shots.

In 1769 the British designer Edward Beran enclosed wooden slats in a frame to
adjust the amount of light let into a room. These became known as venetian blinds
from their early use over Italianate windows.

The last words of famed ballerina Anna Pavlova were "Get my swan costume
ready."

A fly can react to something it sees and change direction in 30 milliseconds.
A three-letter, one-syllable word that becomes a three-syllable word by adding one
letter to the end of it: The word "are" has three letters and one syllable — "area" has

three syllables.
In 1931, Lili de Alvarez was the first woman to wear shorts at Wimbledon.

(Taken from Cool Quiz Trivia website -

New Compact Discs

If your favourite artist is
not here, check the
catalogue or ask a staff
member.

Leonard Cohen
I'm your man
CD 782.85 COH

Rufus Wainwright
Rufus does Judy at
Carnegie Hall

CD 784.09 WAI

Andre Rieu

100 Most beautiful
melodies

CD 785.3 RIE

La vie en rose

8 CD 782.85 LAV

Choir of hard knocks
CD 782.87 CHO

Kite Runner
CD 782.85 KIT

Gurrumul Yunupingu
Gurrumul
CD 784.0994 YUN

Nigel Kennedy
Polish Spirit
CD 785.6 KEN

Carl Orff
Carmina Burana
CD 785.93 ORF

Tranquility, the classical
music of calm
CD 785.3 TRA

Riley Lee
Breath-sight
CD 785.0952 LEE

Blossom Dearie
Blossom Dearie
CD 785.42 BLO

Chick Corea
Ultimate adventure
CD 785.42 COR

Andrea Bocelli

Vivere - Live in Tuscany
CD 782.1 BOC

J3



Things | overheard while
talking to myself / Alan Alda

- NF LP ALDA

Alda listens in on things he's
heard himself saying at critical
points in his life - from the
turbulence of the sixties, to his
first Broadway show, to the
birth of his children, and to the
ache of September 11.
Candid, wise, questioning and
incisive, Alda amuses and
moves us with his uniquely
witty meditations on questions
great and small.
Firefy Summer / Maeve
Binchy - F LP BINC

An account of four fateful
years in the life of a small Irish
town, and in particular of the
family who run the local pub.
The novel features interlocking
stories of loves lost and won,
hopes raised and dashed,
ambitions nurtured and secrets
betrayed.

Hit parade / Lawrence Block
-FLP BLOC

Wisely, Keller always travels
for his work. New York is
home, and he doesn't want to
mess on his own doorstep. But
the jobs are drying up, and he
needs money. So he breaks
the rule - and regrets it. His
cover is at risk - he is even
followed home - and Keller has
to use all his remarkable skill
to make sure he can continue
doing what he does best. The
third thriller in the 'Hit' series

Forbidden [/ Suzanne

Brokmann - F LP BROK

When Kayla Gray travels from
Boston to Montana, the last
place she expects to end up is
huddled beneath a blanket of
dirt in the middle of a fierce
snow storm. And the Ilast
person she expects to rescue
her is the very man she'd
come to find. Cal Bartlett was
the brother of the man who
had wanted to marry her. He

(Continued on page 10)



(Continued from page 9)

could handle mother nature,
but could he handle the news
that his dead brother might not
be dead after all?

Standoff / Sandra Brown -
F LP BROW

TV reporter, Tiel McCoy is
driving to New Mexico for a
well-earned vacation when she
hears on the radio that Fort
Worth  millionaire Russell
Dendy's daughter has been
kidnapped. She puts her
holiday plans on hold to chase
the story but as she stops for
gas she gets caught up in a
standoff at a gas station.

All that remains / Patricia

Cornwell - F LP CORN

When a fifth couple falls prey
to a serial Kkiller with a
penchant for stalking and
murdering young lovers parked
in their cars, Chief Medical
Examiner Kay Scarpetta
attempts to examine the
evidence in the face of
mounting political pressure.

10

Velvet song / Jude Deveraux

- F LP DEVE

With her father murdered and
her home burned, Alyx
Blackett fled to the woods -
and found sanctuary in the
camp of Raine Montgomery, a
nobleman outlawed by the
king's harsh decree. There she
hid her beauty in the guise of a
boy, and her sorrow in her
work as Montgomery's squire.
But how Ilong could such
loveliness as hers remain
hidden? How long could such
a gallant man's desires be
blind?

The dead room / Heather
Graham - F LP GRAH
Archaeologist Leslie Maclintyre
barely survived the explosion
that took the life of her fiancé.
Now she's returned to conquer
her fears and to investigate a
newly discovered burial
ground.

Birds in the spring / Evelyn
Hood - F LP HOOD

Set in Paisley in the 1920s.
When Fiona MacDowall's



husband leaves her a young
widow, she turns her attentions
to the family business. Her
father, Sandy, is proud of what
he has built up over the years
and, when he's too old to run it
properly, he intends to leave it
to his son, Alex. But Fiona has
other ideas and will do almost
anything to get it herself...

Bright day dawning / Anna
Jacobs - F LP JACO

Gwynna had fallen from grace
once, bearing a stillborn child
out of wedlock. Determined to
have a respectable future, she
finds a job for herself as a
nursemaid at Hungerton
House. But just as she begins
to find her feet, the secrets of
her past are revealed. She is
swiftly dismissed but not
before she becomes the target
of a lascivious groom.

What the dead know / Laura
Lippman - F LP LIPP

A middle-aged woman who
causes an accident on the
Baltimore Beltway, flees the
scene and is later picked up

wandering on the shoulder of
the Interstate. The accident
occurs just a mile from the
former home of the Bethany
family, Dave and Miriam and

their daughters Sunny and
Heather.

Sweet revenge [/ Fern
Michaels - F LP MICH
Isabelle Flanders had
everything: her own

architectural firm, her fiancé
Bobby, a life she deserves.
Until Rosemary Hershey came
and stole it all, and even
framed her for drunk driving,
killing three innocent people.
Rosemary has to be punished,
along with the conniving
Bobby. Isabelle has endured
enough.

The nineteenth century was a
time when there were not only
massive gulfs being created
between the upper, middle and
working classes, but there was

(Continued on page 12)
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also an awareness of the
existence of an even more
impoverished underclass a
terrifying demi-monde of
criminals, tarts and no-hope
low-lives.

High profile / Robert Parker -
F LP PARK

When the body of controversial
talk-show host Walton Weeks
is discovered hanging from a
tree on the outskirts of
Paradise, Police Chief, Jesse
Stone finds himself at the
centre of a highly public case.
When another dead body - that

of a young woman - is
discovered a few days later,
the pressure for Jesse

becomes almost unbearable.

Break no bones / Kathy
Reichs - F LP REIC

It's the second-to-last day of
archaeological field school.
Dr Temperance Brennan's
students are working on a site
of prehistoric graves on
Dewees, when a decomposing
body is uncovered in a shallow

12

grave off a lonely beach.
Dental remains and skeletal
gender and race indicators

suggest that the deceased is a
middle-aged white male, but
who was he?

The following are just a few of
the latest talking books:

Sagas
Lady of

Barker
A few late roses / Anne
Doughty

Lincoln / Ann

Mysteries
A fete worse than death /

Dolores Gordon-Smith

The murmur of stones /
Thomas H. Cook
Murder in the
Veronica Heley
By death divided / Patricia
Hall

Second burial
Nugent

park /

[  Andrew



Two new computers have been installed
in the Children’s section. These are
specifically for use by junior borrowers
between 3pm to 8pm on weekdays and
all day on weekends. At other times
they may be used by other borrowers.

In the Young Adult section we have a
new series titled CAREER FAQs
(frequently asked questions) which
covers a range of employment
opportunities and what these jobs
involve.

Each book gives a detailed account of
what is involved in each career and
gives advice on how to create a resume
and cover letter and how to stand out at
a job interview.

Some titles include: Hospitality, Digital
Media, Landscaping, Design Profession-
als, Careers @ gov.au., Accounting,
Fashion, Teaching, Nursing, Marketing,
Crime Fighters.

The 2008 Children’s Book Council of
Australia shortlisted books have all been
ordered and many have been received.
Here is a sample for junior readers:

Sixth grade style queen / Sherryl
Clark - JF CLAR

All the girls want to be

style queens, except

Dawn. Problem is,

she’s not really sure

what she wants. But as

everything in her life

starts to change, Dawn

learns that sometimes

NOT having the answer isn't such a bad
thing after all.

The Shaggy Gully Times / Jackie
French - JF FREN

Look! Up in the sky! Is

it a bird? Is it a plane?

No, it's a wombat, a

sheep and a dancing
kangaroo....and they're

on the front page of the
SHAGGY GULLY

TIMES, which is the

funniest newspaper you'll ever read.

Ziba came on a boat / Liz Lofthouse -
ED LOFT

This is a moving story of

a little girl whose family

has lost almost every-

thing. It is a story full of

love, warm memories

and hope for the future.

Sitting in the hull of an
overcrowded soggy old fishing boat with

(Continued on page 14)
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her mother’s arms around her, Ziba remembers all that she has left behind. They
hope to find a place and safety in a new land.

The key to Rondo / Emily Rodda - JF RODD

The old music box, with it's strict rules, has been carefully
handed down through Leo’s family. An astounding secret is
hidden beneath its gleaming black lid. Now it is Leo’s music

box and although he respects the rules, his least favourite

cousin, Mimi Langlander, does not. When the rules are

broken Leo's ordered life is changed forever as he and Mimi

plunge together into a thrilling quest in the fantastic world of
Rondo.
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The Magic Reading Show

For children 5-8 years old
The mystery of magic
encourages children to read
and use their imaginations

Wednesday, 9 July
2.30pm to 3.30pm

Making Magic Workshop

For children 11-15

years old
Learn to perform magic
tricks.

Thursday, 17 July
2.30pm to 3.30pm

Numbers are limited. Please book
at front desk or call 9911-9999 to
make a booking

Free Health talk in Mandarin

Principles, ideas and tips
on eating healthy foods

Wednesday, 2 July
10.30am to 12 noon

Free HSC seminars

The presenter, Dr. T.
Tsovolos is a psychiatrist
experienced in academic
anxiety and its impact on
students and families.

For Parents:
Monday, 18 July -
6.00pm

For Students:

Monday, 11 August - 6.00pm

As space is limited bookings are

essential.




